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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2013-535
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission:
Date of Introduction: August 13, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: August 16, 2013
Type of Action: Landmark Site Designation
Bill Summary: The ordinance regards Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code; designates the James Weldon and John Rosamond Johnson Birth Site, (LaVilla Division C, Block 1C, Lot 6), a parcel located at the northwest corner of Lee and Houston Streets, owned by the City of Jacksonville, Real Estate Number 074829-0000, in Council District 9, Jacksonville, as a Landmark Site; directs the Zoning Administrator to enter the Landmark designation on the Zoning Atlas; directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify each applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the landmark designation and to cause said designation to be recorded in the public records of Duval County.
Background Information:  The subject property was the location of the family home of James Weldon Johnson and his brother John Rosamond Johnson, where they were born, raised and lived during a significant portion of their lives.  The property is also the location where the brothers composed Life Every Voice and Sing, originally composed to commemorate Abraham Lincoln’s birthday but later became known as the Negro National Anthem.
The property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the subject property have been notified of the intent to designate the subject property as a landmark site.
Policy Impact:  Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission/Historic Preservation
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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